	DRAFT P-12 Enduring Understandings (EU):

	These apply to all students at all grade levels……they are considered big ideas that content within each grade level can be aligned. 

1. Students will understand that governments are formed and structured to address the needs of citizens.

2.  Students will understand that the structure of American representative democracy, as set forth in foundational documents, promotes the “common good”.

3. Students will understand that diverse individuals must be engaged and be responsible participants in order to sustain a democracy.

4. Students will understand that governments interact and reflect cultural values, ideals, beliefs, and histories. 




High School Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions:

EU= Enduring Understanding
EQ= Essential Questions

EU1: Students will understand that the structure and purposes of governments influence how governments respond to protect their existence and needs of their citizens.   

· EU1- EQ1: How do needs and wants of people shape the structure and purposes of a government?  

· EU1- EQ2: How have governments used different sources (e.g., documents, national symbols, language) to represent powers leaders, and individuals?  
· EU1- EQ3: How can societal changes impact the structure and purposes of governments?   

EU2: Students will understand that the structure of American representative democracy, as set forth in foundational documents, promotes the “common good”.

· EU2-EQ1: Why is the U.S. Constitution considered to be a social contract codified by laws between the people of the United States and the government? 
(aligns: SS-H-GC-U-2)

· EU2-EQ2: Why did the framers of the U.S. Constitution organize the government into three branches with powers that are separated, shared, checked, and balanced? 
(aligns: SS-H-GC-U-3)

· EU2-EQ3: How has the U.S. Constitution allowed government to change over time to meet the needs of society? 

      (aligns: SS-H-GC-U-3)

EU3: Students will understand that government powers are distributed and shared in order to meet the needs of citizens and protect the “common good”.  

· EU3-EQ1: How does federalism, under the U.S. Constitution and Kentucky Constitution, reflect purposes, values, and principles, of American representative democracy?  

            (aligns: SS-H-GC-U-2, SS-HS-1.2.2)

· EU3- EQ2: How are powers distributed and shared between the national government and Kentucky’s government?

      (aligns: SS-H-GC-U-3, SS-HS-1.2.1)

· EU3- EQ3:  What conflicts and compromises (e.g., issues, court cases, policies, legislation, and funding) can arise between local, state, and federal governments in order to meet the needs of citizens and protect the “common good”? (aligns: SS-H-GC-U-3, SS-HS-1.2.2)

EU4: Students will understand that individuals must be engaged and be responsible participants in order to sustain a democracy.

· EU4-EQ1: What is the role of young people in sustaining the American representative democracy?

· EU4-EQ2: What does it mean to be a responsible participant in a democracy?

· EU4-EQ3: How can the American representative democracy resolve conflicts between the protection of individual rights and the promotion of the common good? 

· EU4-EQ4: What issues, values, and beliefs shape your perspective concerning the degree of government involvement in your life?

EU5: Students will understand that governments reflect differing cultural values, ideals, beliefs, and histories.

· EU5-EQ1: What does a country’s form of government reveal about its cultural values, beliefs, and history?

· EU5-EQ2: How does religion impact the development, functioning, and interaction of political systems around the world?

· EU5-EQ3: How do historical relationships impact the development, functioning, and interaction of political systems around the world?

· EU5-EQ4: How does the involvement of young people influence the development of public policy to reflect the changing values, ideals, and beliefs of societies?

EU6: Students will understand that governments interact globally and influence one another.      

· EU6-EQ1: How does the American government, across all levels, impact the global community?

· EU6-EQ2: How can young people impact their local, state, national, and/or global community?
