COURSE TITLE: Government & Civics               GRADES: 9 & 12              ASSESSMENT #: 3 

BULLITT CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

COMMON ASSESSMENT

This test section contains EIGHT multiple-choice and TWO open-response (short-answer) questions. Please mark your answers for the multiple-choice questions in the spaces provided on your Student Response Booklet. (Mark only one answer for each question. If you do not know the answer, make your best guess. DO NOT WRITE ANY ANSWERS IN THIS TEST BOOKLET. WHEN YOU FINISH, DO NOT WORK ON ANY OTHER TEST SECTION.
	1.
	Which of the following is a rule on voting found in the United States Constitution or in its amendments?

	
	A.
	No person eighteen years of age or older may be denied the right to vote on account of age.

	
	B.
	No person may be denied the right to vote merely because he or she has previously served a prison sentence.

	
	C.
	A state may not establish a residency requirement for voting.

	
	D.
	A state may require a person to pay a poll tax in order to register to vote.


	2.
	Who has the power to declare war?

	
	A.
	Congress

	
	B.
	Secretary of Defense

	
	C.
	President

	
	D.
	Secretary of State


	3.
	In order to become law, a bill  must be

	
	A.
	Passed by both houses of Congress

	
	B.
	Vetoed by the president

	
	C.
	Debated by both political parties

	
	D.
	Approved by the Supreme Court


	4.
	Which of the following statements most accurately describes the function of the “Elastic Clause” of the Constitution?

	
	A.
	It gives the president the authority to declare war.

	
	B.
	It expands the powers of Congress beyond those specifically listed in the Constitution.

	
	C.
	It prevents Congress from enacting bills of attainder or ex post facto laws.

	
	D.
	It gives the Senate the power to approve treaties negotiated by the president.
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	5.
	If the presidential vote in the electoral college results in a tie, the 

	
	A.
	Election is held again 

	
	B.
	Candidate with the most popular votes wins

	
	C.
	Senate votes to decide

	
	D.
	House of Representatives votes to decide


	6.
	The number of representatives each state has in the House of Representatives depends on

	
	A.
	The area of the state

	
	B.
	The population of the state

	
	C.
	When the state was admitted

	
	D.
	How rich the state is


	7.
	Use the information in the diagram below to answer Question #7.  

Powers of the National and State Governments

The power that best completes the diagram above is the power to

	
	A.
	Provide education

	
	B.
	Tax citizens

	
	C.
	Declare war

	
	D.
	Coin money
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	8.
	Third or minor parties in the United States have

	
	A.
	Won one presidential election

	
	B.
	Forced the two major parties to withdraw their own candidates 

	
	C.
	Won two presidential elections

	
	D.
	Taken votes away from the party with views closest to their own
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OPEN-RESPONSE QUESTION #9
Read all parts of the open-response question before you begin. Write your answer to the open-response question in the space provided on your Student Response Booklet. Use the grid provided in your Student Response Booklet to create any required charts or graphs. If a question does not require a chart or graph, write your written response over the grid lines. DO NOT WRITE ANY ANSWERS IN THIS TEST BOOKLET.
	Checks & Balances


	9.
	The U.S. Constitution divides government into three separate branches, each with some control over the actions of the others.  For example:

· Legislative Branch checks the Executive Branch

· Executive Branch checks the Judicial Branch

· Judicial Branch checks the Legislative Branch

A. Choose two of the examples provided above.

B. For each example chosen, explain one way the first branch might check the power of the second.


Scoring Guide

	Score
	Description

	4
	Student chooses one example and clearly explains one way the first branch might check on the power of the second.  Student chooses another example and clearly explains one way the first branch might check on the power of the second.

	3
	Student chooses one example and generally explains one way the first branch might check on the power of the second.  Student chooses another example and generally explains one way the first branch might check on the power of the second.  

	2
	Student chooses one example and provides a limited explanation of one way the first branch might check on the power of the second.  Student chooses another example and provides a limited explanation of one way the first branch might check on the power of the second.
OR
Student chooses one example and provides at least a general explanation of one way the first branch might check on the power of the second.

	1
	Student demonstrates minimal understanding (e.g., student selects one example and provides a limited explanation of one way the first branch might check on the power of the second).

	0
	Student’s response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

	B
	No student response


OPEN-RESPONSE QUESTION #10
Read all parts of the open-response question before you begin. Write your answer to the open-response question in the space provided on your Student Response Booklet. Use the grid provided in your Student Response Booklet to create any required charts or graphs. If a question does not require a chart or graph, write your written response over the grid lines. DO NOT WRITE ANY ANSWERS IN THIS TEST BOOKLET.
	Party Platforms


	10.
	Both the Democratic and the Republican Party platforms include planks addressing contemporary issues and societal problems such as:

· Education

· Welfare

· Health insurance

· Childcare

· Crime

A. Choose two of the issues listed above.

B. Explain both the Democratic and the Republican Party stances on each issue.




Scoring Guide

	Score
	Description

	4
	Student chooses one issue and clearly explains both the Democratic and Republican Party stances.  Student chooses another issue and clearly describes both the Democratic and Republican Party stances.

	3
	Student chooses one issue and generally explains both the Democratic and Republican Party stances.  Student chooses another issue and generally describes the Democratic and/or Republican Party stances.  Response must include at least three descriptions.   

	2
	Student chooses one issue and provides a limited description of the Democratic and/or Republican Party stances.  Student chooses another issue and provides a limited description of the Democratic and/or Republican Party stances.
OR
Student chooses one issue and provides a limited description on the Democratic and Republican Party stances.  Response must include at least two descriptions.

	1
	Student demonstrates minimal understanding (e.g., student selects one issue and provides a limited description of the Democratic or Republican Party stance). 

	0
	Student’s response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

	B
	No student response.
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